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would be longer by the eight or nine days needed to
cross the Atlantic. Yet this disadvantage could be
obviated to a great extent by sending on the garrison of
Halifax in the manner described in the preceding para-
graph ; and it might be possible to send after it within a
few days the greater part of the garrison of Bermuda.
They would be the advance guard of a continuous stream
of reinforcements from England, which would reach
India at short and frequent intervals till all the troops
that were needed had been sent But it must not be for-
gotten that forces from England vid the Suez Canal
could be landed at Kurachee for service on the North-
West frontier of India, whereas troops from Halifax
would be landed at Calcutta or some other port on the
Eastern side of the peninsula. Thus the balance of
advantage as between the two routes might incline to
one side or the other according to the part of India
where the soldiers were required. Our wisest policy
will be to stand prepared to use either, or both, as cir-
cumstances may direct. Meanwhile 'the intercolonial
route should be improved, and made absolutely secure.
The Atlantic terminus at Halifax is already protected
by a powerful fortress. The Pacific terminus at Van-
couver needs to be guarded by strong works ; and fortu-
nately Burrard Inlet, on which it lies, is capable of easy
defence. Nanaimo also, on the opposite shore of the
Strait of Georgia, should be fortified in order to secure
the safety of its coal mines, which are the best on the
North Pacific, and conveniently situated for the supply
of vessels.

It must now be evident to the most hasty reader that
England's position with regard to the Egyptian question
has been greatly altered by the opening of the Canadian